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The student contribution to the assessment dynamic. 
Too often In the assessment dynamic, the student's role is limited to producing the evidence.  Teachers
create the task, decide the criteria, evaluate and give feedback.  Our question, as you design your
assessments, is, "How much more of a learning experience would it be if students weren't stuck in the
evidence corner, but participated in the other three parts of the dynamic?"  How might your learners
contribute to assessment processes? Go to the Constructive Assessment sheet for more details

What is the purpose of your assessment?
Is it for diagnosis, transition,
development or achievement?

A starter for 10 
Questions to begin thinking about improving assessments

Assessment that is student-centred, learning-oriented

The diagram shows the main elements of learning, teaching and assessment, aligned
to the course and programme outcomes.  Assessment and feedback are large topics
and these 10 questions are by no means comprehensive, just ones we think are
important to start a conversation about good assessment practice.
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Does your assessment line up with the
learning outcomes and the learning and
teaching activities in your course?

What are the capabilities/
skills required to complete
the outcome? Are these
taught?

validity – personal, academic and
professional relevance 
empowerment – cubic assessments
(see 10 below), information and
feedback, a connect between
assessment methods and forms of
learning 
fairness – personally respected by
teachers; is there enough
information and support to do the
task?

           Does the assessment meet the       
students’ need for 

Is the assessment an authentic,
work-related task?

Are the instructions clear? Do you
provide your students with marking
schemes and criteria they
understand?

Is the assessment cubic? Are there direct
proportions between weighting, learner
effort and marking time?

How will you ensure students get
maximum benefit from your
feedback?

Do students get a chance to make
informed judgements about their work by
actually using the criteria?

How does this assessment fit
with others at the same level
and across the programme?

Learning and
teaching activities

https://www.canva.com/design/DAFFNGFan4A/DB1k8PJSx5BFYw9Swql7yg/edit

