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                        WELDING SAFETY CHECKLIST

	

	NETWORK
	     
	PATHWAY
	     
	BUILDING / ROOM 
	     

	

	SECTION 1:     WELDING SAFETY CHECKLIST

	Instructions
	· ALL Unitec activities that have any welding equipment are required to complete this safety checklist

· Read each question below and perform the physical check in order to answer the question. 

· Answer all questions honestly. Do not leave any questions blank.

· Click the appropriate ‘response’ box and ‘check’ the box with the ‘x’.  

· If an answer is ‘no’ indicating ‘non-compliance’ then a comment is required to be made in the comments box. Click on the grey shaded area and type in the comment. 
· Required remedial actions are to be entered in the section below underneath the questions.

	Questions
	Response
	Comments

	Note: The term ‘welding’ in the questions below refers to welding, brazing and cutting.
	Yes  = compliance
No = non-compliance
	

	Q1
	There are no combustible materials, flammable liquids, vapours, gasses or dusts within 10m of the welding site(s)?
	Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 
 
	     

	Q2
	All solvents such as chlorinated hydrocarbons or degreasing equipment is removed from use around Arc welding sites? 

· ultraviolet light can react with the solvents to form phosgene gas, which is deadly in even small amounts
	Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 
 N/a FORMCHECKBOX 

	     

	Q3
	Extinguisher or fire hose is provided within 10m of welding site(s)?
	Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 
 
	     

	Q4
	Welding operator(s) knows how to use fire equipment?
	Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 
 
	     

	Q5
	Welding operator(s) knows the location of fire alarm call point?
	Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 
 
	     

	Q6
	Welding operator and others within vicinity have PPE that does not allow any bare skin visible?

· Risk of UV exposure
	Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 
 
	     

	Q7
	Welding operator is wearing flame proof overalls that have no pockets or turn ups on the legs or sleeves?

· Flame proof overalls are woollen or HEAVY cotton
· No synthetic whatsoever i.e. polyester / nylon – they can ignite
· Turn-ups and pockets can trap hot metal or sparks that can ignite overalls
	Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 
 
	     

	Q8
	Welding operators have welding helmet and eye protection?
	Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 

	     

	Q9
	Welding operators are wearing fire resistant gauntlet gloves?
	Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 

	     

	Q10
	There is a welding fume extraction machine in use when welding or cutting?

· The general workshop extraction system is unlikely to be sufficient and will not direct the fumes away from the welders face
	Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 
 
	     

	Q11
	All gas cylinders are correctly labelled according to their contents?
	Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 
 
	     

	Q12
	All stored cylinders are stored in a ventilated area?
	Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 
 N/a FORMCHECKBOX 

	     

	Q13
	All cylinders are properly secured against falls?

· If in use – cylinders must be on a trolley and chained to the trolley
· If stored – upright and chained or strapped together or secured to the wall to prevent falls
· Acetylene cylinders MUST be stored upright
	Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 
 
	     

	Q14
	All stored cylinders are away from electrical appliances and heat sources?

· 10m minimum distance required
	Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 
 N/a FORMCHECKBOX 

	     

	Q15
	Empty cylinders are appropriately marked, have a label indicating ‘empty’ attached to the valve and stored with their valves closed?
	Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 
 N/a FORMCHECKBOX 

	     

	Q16
	Fuel and oxygen cylinders are fitted with flashback arrestors?
	Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 
 
	     

	Q17
	Cylinders are tested for leaks prior to use?
	Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 
 
	     

	Q18
	All hoses are free of any splits, fraying or damage?
	Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 
 
	     

	Q19
	All hoses are free of twists or knots?
	Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 
 
	     

	Q20
	Welding screens are available for use?
	Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 
 N/a FORMCHECKBOX 

	     

	Q21
	Welding screens are being used whilst welding occurs and the screens completely enclose the welding site to those outside?

· Risk of ‘arc eye’ or  ‘welder’s flash’ (which is damage to the cornea of your eye) to those without the appropriate PPE
	Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 
 
	     

	Q22
	Electrical safety (Arc welding);
a) Are proper earthing clamps and cable connectors used?

b) Are the grounding (earthing) of portable welding machines checked periodically (check tag)?

c) Are all leads adequately insulated (check for splits / gaps)?

d) Cables are not being looped around the operator’s body?

e) Cables are not twisted during use?
	Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 
 N/a FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 
 N/a FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 
 N/a FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 
 N/a FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 
 N/a FORMCHECKBOX 

	     

	SECTION 2:  WELDING RODS 

	Information
	· The use of Welding rods can be particularly hazardous depending on the type of rod being used

· SDS sheets are required at the point of use

· Mandatory health testing of staff may be required
· Tungsten welding rods containing thorium produce radioactive materials.

· Rods producing Manganese fumes can cause neurological disorders.

· Rods producing Chromium or Nickel fumes are linked to cancer.

· Rods producing Iron Oxide can be an irritant to nasal passages, throat and lungs.

· Welding plated or painted surfaces may be hazardous particularly if Cadmium has been used to coat steel to protect the steel or prevent rust. Cadmium causes lung disease and requires mandatory health surveillance.

· Old Asbestos coated rods can cause asbestosis and lung cancer.

	
	Questions
	Response
	Comments

	Q23
	All welding rods (including any stored) have been checked and they do not produce any of the chemicals or gasses listed in the ‘information’ section above? 
	Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 
 N/a FORMCHECKBOX 

	     

	Q24
	All stored welding rods are labelled as to their type of rod and it is known what type of rod they are?

· Any unlabelled or unknown welding rods MUST be disposed of and not used as the welding operator cannot be sure of the type of hazard posed.
	Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 
 N/a FORMCHECKBOX 

	     

	Q25
	Safety Date Sheets (SDS) for each type of welding rod are available for workers near the point of use where welding rods are being used?
	Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 
 N/a FORMCHECKBOX 

	     

	What Remedial actions are required OR have been taken?
	1
	     

	
	2
	     

	
	3
	     

	Additional Comments
	     
     

	

	Sections 1 & 2 Completed by (Name)
	     
	Signature
	…………………..........
	Date completed
	   /      /   

	

	CHECK LIST:

· Retain copy of inspection for auditing purposes. 

· Send copy to the HOPP and Operations/Technical Manager 
· Follow up on remedial actions, update Hazard Register where necessary and HOPP and Operations/Technical Manager when remedial actions are completed.



	FURTHER INFORMATION

When setting up a new welding site a comprehensive Welding Health and Safety Assessment Tool, can be found on the WorkSafe NZ website at;

http://www.worksafe.govt.nz/worksafe/information-guidance/all-guidance-items/welding-health-and-safety-in/form-hsat-welding-dol10156.pdf
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