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1. PURPOSE 
The examination process of 45 and 60 credit assignments is conducted by the relevant 
Programme Framework Committee. This document outlines the process that Programme 
Framework Committees are to take in the examination of these assignments. 

 
 

2. DEFINITIONS 

Postgraduate Research Component Means a piece of research that is recognised as 
a part of Masters Studies. This may be made up 
of a dissertation of 60 credits, a research project 
of 45 or 60 credits. 

 

3. PROCESS 

The process below sets out the path that postgraduate research components of 60 credits or 
less must follow. 

 

Supervisor notifies 
Academic Leader 
that the student 

ready for 
examination 

 
 

Programme 
Framework 

Committee oversees 
the appointment of 

Examiner and 
Moderator 

 
 

Student submits 
assignment for 
examination to 

Academic 
Leader/network 

Administrator 
 
 

 
Network 

Administrator sends 
examination pack to 

Examiner – this 
includes cover letter, 

grade 
recommendation 

form and assignment 
for examination 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Examiners have four 
weeks to submit the 

completed grade 
recommendation 
form. Reminder 
sends after two 

weeks. 

 
 

 
Where the grade is 

subject to 
amendments, the 
Supervisor must 

advise the 
Programme 
Framework 

Committee, via 
email, that the 

changes have been 
satisfactorily 
completed 

 
 
 
 

 
Outcome sends 
to moderator. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recommended grade 
presented to 
Programme 
Framework 
Committee 

 
 
 
 
 

Supervisor and 
student informed of 

the grade. 
Network 

Administrator enters 
grade into Peoplesoft 
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3.1. Examiners 

Research components of 60 credits or less are assigned one examiner. Persons who have 
acted as a candidate’s supervisor must not be appointed as examiner of that candidate’s 
research. 

 
3.2. Grade Recommendation Form 

The Grade Recommendation form can be found on The Nest and must be used for all 
examinations of postgraduate research components. 

 
3.3. Moderators 

A moderator shall be an experienced examiner for that programme. Where there are multiple 
examinations in a one year period, the same moderator shall be used for consistency. 
Where possible, the moderator will not have been that candidate’s supervisor or examiner. 

 
3.4. Recommended Grade 

The Academic Leader takes responsibility for facilitating a final decision in the event there is 
inability to agree on a final grade. They then present this grade to the Programme 
Framework Committee. 

 

REFERENCE DOCUMENTS 
[1] Master Generic Regulations  
[2] Conduct of Student Research Policy 
[3] Supervision and Advisement of Student Research Guidelines 

Receipt for Submission Assignment 60 Credits or Less form (found on the Form page on 
The Nest) 

Grade Recommendation Form (found on the Form page on The Nest) 
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http://thenest.unitec.ac.nz/fms/Resource%20Toolbox/Guidelines/Academic%20Guidelines/Student%20Research/Supervision%20%26%20Advisement%20of%20Student%20Research%20Guidelines.pdf
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